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‘lt  j.  no  accident  that  the  Seventh  Confess  of  our  International 
. nrocecilii'K  amid  exceptional  attention  from  the  whole  world 
as  well  as  foes. 

.,  his  is  M)  liecause  we  are  here  diflCUasing  and  wiving  the  most 
rf,Cdt  questions  which  affect  the  daily  life  of  the  toiling  jwople 
.,11  countries-  It  is  SO  because,  after  six  years  of  unusual 
ee0UOiaiC  crisis  in  all  capitalist  countries,  simultaneously  with  the 
victory  of  Socialism  in  one-sixth  of  the  world,  all  are  desirous  of 
hearing  the  voice  of  those  who  accomplished  this  " miracle,"  the 
voice  <>f  the  Bolsheviks.  It  is  so,  finally,  because  our  Congress 
.^ints  to  what  is  most  essential,  to  w hat  is  decisive,  to  that  which 
must  be  fulfilled,  must  l>e  realised  to-day,  so  that  the  toiling 
tsrople  of  tliis  or  that  country  can  create  the  prerequisites  for 
accomplishing  the  same  “ miracle  ” to-morrow— i.e.,  because 
our  Seventh  Congress  has  placed  at  the  centre  of  the  policy  of  the 
Cot ntnunist  Parties  the  task-  of  creating  unify  of  action  of  the 
ptolelariat  and  a !>coplc  s Pront  on  a ii.ifion.tf  and  international 
scale  against  the  offensive  of  capital,  against  fascism,  for  peace 
and  against  imperialist  war. 

It  is  clear  that  this  was  inevitably  Itouml  to  arouse  the  atten- 
tion of  all  and  has  actually  aroused  : 

The  rage  of  the  fascists  and  their  accomplices  in  all  countries 
at  the  fact  that  the  Communists  are  striving  for  the  united  front 
of  all  opponents  of  fascism  without  regard  to  what  separates  them 
from  the  adherents  of  the  anti-fascist  camp  among  the  ranks  of 
the  |>etty*bourgeois  anti-fascist  op|>osition; 

The  fear  of  all  those*  fascist  and  imiKrriaUst  elements  that  desire 
to  bring  about  predatory  wars  in  order  to  divide  up  the  world 
afresh  hy  fire  and  sword  at  the  expense  of  the  small  nations  and 
of  the  Soviet  Union; 

Anxieties  among  all  those  reactionary  Social-Democratic 
leaders  who,  in  spite  of  all  the  toiling  population's  very  adverse 
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experience  of  the  |*olicy  of  class  collaboration,  ik*siit. 
it, is  policy,  and  '»  il-  interests.  (,,  leiect  tlu'  nniu.(|  , " ‘'"’"thu, 
t. ii  ini  iitul  thus  m.iiiilam  I In-  split  in  ilu  ,.Mlps  o)  "'U  i.|  „ " 
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Hopes  nnioiig  nil  ihose  who  ami  justly  hm* 

realisation  of  unity  of  actum  of  tlu-  pro]etmim  :mtl  *l()  J!l*  Iiy 
f'Ynitt  on  a national  ami  intei nsiliomit  stale,  they  will 
the  Golgotha  that  Our  1 dn„.„,  toiling  people  hsls  ](  i * N'at^j 
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the  Golgotha  that  the  ' k-nuim  toiling  peopK-  ii„s  j,.*  *l«r 
through.  g Pt 

The  .Seventh  Congress  <>f  our  Inter national,  niul  .... 
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s|Kx-ch  nf  Comnuk*  Dimitrov,  has  t lcai  ly  shm\n  thin  IJ#J  1 ’ % 
there  not  only  do  not  c-xtM  any  u1  in  Lacies  \t)  *u  * °Ht  ht\ 
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crcAtion  ol  wo*  kiiitf-chisH  unity  *>t  action  hi  ^\  try 
throughout  the  world,  1ml  that*  im  the  contrstrv  uy  ( Vm  ^ 

■ %.  It  I Jr]  1 I 111  m *„__4 
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are  undertaking  every  ihi»,u  ]x»sjhli;  to  remove  th.*  Vrilsts 
obstacles.  ' '’nj 

'I ’he re  are  [>eo|<lc  in  the  world-  -Comrade  Dimitrov 
primely  dubbed  them  '‘political  hens”  who  persuade  ti**' 
selves  that  the  Communists  have  given  uj « their  priiiciplj^  r UMn’ 
weakening  them.  How  ridiculous  that  is!  An  Internal  ^ 
whose  leading  Party  is  building  Socialism  in  one-sixth 
world  while  the  capitalist  world  is  writhing  in  hopeless  chaos  1 
relapsing  into  mediieval  barbarism,  an  International  whose  1^!] 
ing  principles  have  stood  the  test  of  history  precisely  at  a t j,' 
when  all  Opposing  systems,  theories  and  tactics  have  final]* 
failed,  an  international  which  is  converting  into  deeds  th'. 
masterly  teaching  of  Lenin  and  Stalin — such  an  Iutemationil 
truly  does  not  need  to  change  anything  in  its  principles,  if  ' 
are  changing  anything,  it  is  the  methods  and  forms,  ho-n-  ht  nh 
changed  situation  we  can  cause  our  basic  principles  to  penetrate 
still  more  deeply  among  the  masses,  how  :cc  can  create  unity  0f 
action  of  the  working  class  for  refmlsinf*  and  attacking  the 
enemy.  And  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  gentlemen  will  very  soon 
feel  this  themselves. 

The  Seventh  Congress  of  the  Communist  International  has  also 
aroused  great  attention  in  Czechoslovakia.  And  correctly  so! 
Kor  in  Czechoslovakia  the  <juestion  of  creating  unity  of  action  of 
the  working  class  against  the  offensive  of  capital,  against  fascism, 
for  peace  and  against  imperialist  war  is  just  as  urgent  as  in  the 
other  capitalist  countries. 

The  attacks  of  capital  on  the  standard  of  living  of  the  tolling 
masses  proceed  further.  '1'here  are  about  Soo.ooo  unemployed  in 
Czechoslovakia.  Unemployment  relief  is  miserable,  a consider- 


r .ht-  unemployed  i,re  altogether  without  sum  tort. 


O*  , m il!iPu>v  v ' ^ - 

jointly  ^ 0(  fdscism  is  growing.  At  the  parliamentary  eWc- 
TtUJ tla”^  Vt  Hitler’s  agency  in  C zechoslovakia , the 

tiofls  ,n,  . ! j.-r(,nt  of  the  Sudetic  ('.erinans,  l>ecaine  the  strongest 

^llcd  °#-ittfchoslov:ikia.  It  true  that  Csfi-h  fascism  did  not 
)iarty  ,n  ,jj  ,.t  c li  successes  in  the  elections  as  it  exi>ected  bv  a 
jthio’6  ■ , uj  w ould  lie  a mistake  to  underestimate  the  fascist 

long  ":l-  ’ , )linro  S<1  since  the  state  apparatus  is  riddled  with  more 
dai'Sc‘r'  „ fascist  elements  and  the  Iwurgeois  larties  of  the 
or  Iff  lso  have  influential  reactionary  wings  which  are  not  far 
S^Tfrom  tlie  fascists.  Hence  what  is  more  urgent  than  to 
fltsW1”  .j  anti*fascist  forces  in  one  camp  ><•  that  there  shall  not 
include  0f  German  example  in  Czechoslovakia? 

I*  a rep*.  in  rjausm  ,s  threatening  a number  of  countries. 

GCrl?  those  most  immediately  within  range  is  Czechoslovakia, 
i^riechoslovakian  people  are  threatened  with  the  loss  of  their 
independence.  Thu  German.  Slovakian,  Htinganatt 
nation*11  1>nHsh  llco,,lcs  in  Czechoslovakia  are  m danger  of 

1 kr;U  y under  the  Heel  of  German,  Hungarian  and  Polish  fascism. 
c°l’""L'  r ,..  oide  of  all  nationalities  in  Czechoslovakia  have  a 

% i. JL#m*  of ii# ;» to  <**f ' f? 

V,W  til  rtie  Soviet  Union.  In  the  meantime,  however,  the  dark 

aUCcCtimruv  forces  are  intriguing  to  turn  Czechoslovakia  from 
react toi wt  and  drive  it  into  the  toils  of  fascist 

alliance  w ' Hence,  wluit  is  more  important  than  that 

« "''rMvr  s”""w 

in  one  fro'X  a»<'  #>*»  ,n.j.  f In' lost.  Neither  Hiller 

nor  the  Czech  rencliommcs  »rc  lh„ 

forces  in  or.lct , >>  l»c.|“s  ' cllw<.r  to  the  most  rear- 

fascist  “ Home  ‘ 1,111  * ‘ ^i,n.ap\;,u  and  Hungarian  hour- 

tionory  circles  of  the  Uj*  . • * f CzcChoslovakia  s 

geoisie.  His  first  aim  is  to  alter  the 
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the  'jucstinit  MimiN  :is  follows;  If  t ':<  < Imstovakia  /.v  'I'  *»<| 

driven  into  fascist  barbarism,  if  it  is  not  to  come  u»d,-  " fo  ,Jt 
bool  of  fascist  t ictmany,  if  ii  is  not  to  bo  driven  into  tlt  " ^9€^' 

advert  t tin's.  H thi'  C zveh  hen  fair  t\  nut  J 4 I ■ trn « . . « I 3 <i  g. 


i t ru^t  — -in*  n if  t wortc  H'ith  ft  j-  rff 

.vyVrcrf  AV  //lil/  WHJ/ V <»/  <lWu?M  <>/  //it'  *74|A\v  U’f//  ^ 

rtftou/  in  Czechoslovakia  as  welt  as  a vidr  /Y<?/»/i?'s 
aiilfVAft'frfr#  a//  rfrwiiUTa/jr,  ti//  Woiun//  - *°t(  ttIS 
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regard  to  nationality  or  party  affiliation,  a People's  /.-  “u( 

in  bou  i"p  freedom  and  peace.  °,f  °f 

The  Communist  Party  of  Czechoslovakia  has  fought  :in,i 
timuilly  lights  to  realise  such  unity  of  action  and  ihv  m ■ ‘ 
People's  Front  of  all  anti-fascist  and  anti-war  elements  so  t| 
in  this  way  the  toiling  people  of  Czechoslovakia  may  create  f. 
themselves  the  prerequisites  not  only  for  successful  defence  } "r 
also  for  counter-attack.  1 

The  reactionary  leaders  of  the  socialist  parties  in  the  govern 
meat  of  Czechoslovakia,  who  work  in  the  closest  unity  with  tli  - 
bourgeoisie,  were  and  are — to  the  detriment  of  the  working-class 
cause — opponents  of  lighting  unity  with  the  Communists;  t|u.v 
have  learnt  nothing  from  the  unhappy  example  of  Germany,  hui 
the  matter  is  otherwise  with  the  mass  of  the  rank -an<  1 -file  mem. 
hers  of  the  socialist  parties.  The  lessons  of  Hitler’s  victory,  <m 
the  one  hand,  and  the  example  of  the  united  front  anti-fascist 
struggles  in  Austria,  Spain  and  France,  on  the  other  hand,  have 
exerted  a mighty  influence  on  the  masses  of  Socialist  workers  in 
Czechoslovakia  and  intensified  their  efforts  for  the  united  front. 
And  if  Czech  fascism  at  the  last  parliamentary  elections  did  not 
strengthen  itself  as  much  as  it  expected,  this  is  primarily  due  to 


* Reference  is  to  battle  of  White  Mountain  (1620) 
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of  tilt  C/.cth  Socialist  worker?!  and 
. J t during  the  elections.  Alx>vc  all,  we  can 

llt.  i*1*'  j*!*  1,irlY\  the  Socialist  Youlli  as  a whole  i>  beginning 
i<with  »*  lX  linjf  revolutionary  workers,  and  thus  con* 
{^d  V closed  10  * <,f  the  united  front  of  the  proletariat. 

il,£°n*og  to  thC  Successfully  could  the  toiling  people  in  Czecho- 
tri1,'ltlnuch  ’ interests  against  the  class  enemy , how  much 

l1""  tin  , Lsilv  could  the  creation  of  the  widest  unity  of 

(juntlly  «,u  ‘ t|jc  reactionary  controlling  section  of  the 

iwort*  bc  arri^‘  ‘ • . .,arties  did  not  fight  with  such  persist- 

^rshiP  ®jr^nce'  against  their  own  workers,  against  their 

^C!ts°for  thL\Un,l^YideSlof  the  united  front  in  Czechoslovakia 
cfIJ,0wiV«r'  thc  C bciml  worsted  in  their  arguments  against  the 
J,  that  they  a".  by  the  excitement  produced  among 

^ M front*  ,,f  mir  Congress.  I hey  correctly  (eel 


. ? that  they  sb,m-n  by  the  excitement  produced  among 

^ ted  froiU*  i-  rrs  0{  our  Congress,  l hey  correctly  feel 

rl  a hv  Y^tf  Tmr  ^vInth  World  Congress  will  be  a 
*J3  the  deciftonh  m(jrc  rapkV  creation  of  unity  of  action  of 
jjigbty  Stinm  us  anii-fascist  People’s  Front  on  a national 

5?  proletariat  this  reason , they  have  recently  been 

i0tcrflat,o,n®1.  4 ’ ,VL.rvthing  that  they  have  so  far  put 

?”lK>«oUtily  tllkrbs£cW  to  an  approach  between  the  revolutionary 

’ftward  of  thl  masses  of  the  toilmg  oi 

^ngtiard  an  ..hove  the  Czedb  toilmg  people. 

CieCh0slovakia,  . c inR  Sl>cech  of  Comrade  Pieck  at  our 

'“central  organ  of  Czech  Social-Democracy  Pra.c 

l/a^wrote  as  follows  : a new  aml  better  form  of  col- 

* “ Moscow  at  last  & a the  Communists;  it  removes 

ij^rarsa-i«aaaiy 

With*  major  nor  m.nor  ^ IWWV.C  lhOT  a. 

so  that  “ Moscow  d »“*  Let  ns  also  set  aside  the  fact 

not  wish  to  nnarral  ? ’"*'**£  c„mmentary  in  *h.ch  it 

L ,1,0  same  !>««»  “*£  ultstack,”  concocts  M. 

ntl  tlm  ‘ ‘ removal  ot  the  major  o ^ ^ ^ 

tions-  V • moj„  obstacle  to  the  matc  yon 

Yo“  Won  then,  once  more  (ram  th'sl t 0geIS that  "C 

r“.YU  '-cl  us  negotiate  *U»  * 
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Wv  desire*  that  the  socialist  parties  should  cstahli  i 
unity  with  us,  in  the  first  place,  for  having  Uk*  hm^J 
economic  crisis  transferred  to  the  shmdders  <»f  the  the 

\\V  are,  for  instance,  for  the  confiscation  from  du*  y-  a^*lts|lists 


that  i l-  milliards  that  it  acquired  entirely  illugnllv 


UflU  * _ J ' lixij  lilt  vil  IMM  VI  1 V >1 

la t ion  of  the  worthless  Austrian  money,  We  are  /(>r  k- fep5atl^K 
capitalists,  who  have  some  milliards  of  taxation  debts  <U  l,lR  lht 
executive  enforcement  of  payment  of  these  milliards  U(1^LTKo 
other  hand,  we  are  for  having  ilie  debts  and  taxes  i if  the  ^ ^ 
peasants  and  artisans  annulled.  We  are  for  the  energetic  °1^!ri^ 
of  the  many  milliards  of  stabilisation  funds  belonging  lasc,l|R 
banks  and  share  companies,  which  funds  have  hitherto  ut  C] 
taxed.  We  are  for  the  sequestration  of  the  property  and 
prises  of  capitalists  who  desire  to  evade  payment  of  tax^iT 
closing  the  enterprises  and  throwing  the  workers  on  ihestr-  ^ 
We  are  for  having  the  means  obtained  by  heavy  taxation  oM* 
rich  utilised  for  creating  work  for  the  unemployed,  for  imniecli-  ^ 
emergency  assistance  for  the  starving  German  people  and**^ 
general  for  the  benefit  of  the  toiling  people.  We  are  for  wini  *1 
out  the  debts  of  the  poor  peasants,  artisans  and  small  traders  K 
the  cost  of  the  l>ig  landowners  and  the  banks.  Well  now 
of  course  against  the  wages  of  tlie  workers  being  reduced,  utK.tll 
ployed  benefit  cut  down,  the  bailiffs  being  sent  to  the  peasants 
artisans  and  small  traders,  and  usury  being  practised  with  the 
immediate  necessities  of  life. 

In  the  second  place,  we  want  the  socialist  parties  to  join  f„ 
fighting  unity  with  us  f or  barring  the  way  for  fascism.  If  we  fight 
jointly  for  shifting  the  burdens  of  the  crisis  on  to  the  shoulders  »[ 
the  rich,  if  therefore,  the  workers,  peasants,  artisans  and  small 
traders,  toiling  intellectuals,  youth  and  toiling  population  of  tht- 
non-Czech  nations  see  that  the  socialist  unity  in  struggle  defends 
their  social  interests  by  deeds — -then  this  will  cut  the  ground  front 
under  the  feet  of  the  fascist  demagogues.  Then  neither  the 
Henlein  people,  nor  the  Strihrnys,  Gujdas  or  other  fascists  will 
have  any  success  in  going  out  to  capture  simpletons.  Further,  we 
are  for  having  the  fascist  upper  bureaucrats  and  officers  removed 
from  the  state  apparatus  and  army  and  the  soldiers  being  given 


WV  are  b"  ««*»»»  to  prevent  vlu-  pLScU,  f 

. . i In1  S< , 1 1 ! ii...  r.n  v In, m 


ffis  j ‘"cists  acquitted 

'VC  want  the  mMU  l«nie*  to  establish  fighting  mnu 
^Sor  prcservnig  peac  e anil  Kevcmmg  LWhiwlov*?,  tul 

*i,h“  a victim  t«  H.  ■ Vle  tl'v  closest  alliance  m 

^l,  h0dovaUia  with  the  how*  Union.  We  are  for  consistent 
&*£ rt  of  the  peace  policy  of  the  Soviet  Inion.  \v,  ;iT,  L! 


♦ *irt  ol  n t wc  arc  tor 

g£  sal**"*8™  all  those  eiidcncws  which  desire  to  nv,U 

r,n  ' . into  a bratK  h of  i.iscisl  Berlin.  But,  as  a matter  «,f  course 

^irc  'TS  ,r"K  1c“ndt.,m'«l  f,,r  «y*tut  - Ung  live 

**  cLyiet 1 n,on  *.  . a|.  who  negotiate  with  Hitlcr 

thV,its  and  lo  vl>>’1  * being  acquitted, 

tfVo»  see,  our  platform  of  the  united  from  with  the  socialist 
lies  <s  ’n  fact  v-xtremely  positive,  it  contains  not  only 
jfLainst  ” hut  also  "for.*'  And  in  this  matter  it  concerns 
. ' the  majority  of  which  had  lieen  promised  to  ilie  people 
lllfore'  the  elections  in  one  form  or  another  not  only  l.y  the 
Enlist  parties,  but  even  by  the  Agrarians.  What,  therefore. 

n prevent  them  from  lighting  jointly  with  us  for  realising  one 
0r  another  of  these  " for  ” clauses  that  are  in  the  interests  of  the 
toiling  people'  Obviously,  nothing  except  regard  for  the 
interests  of  the  capitalists. 

\Ve  do  not  agree,  <d  course,  with  the  Social- Democratic  view 
th  u participation  of  Social-Democratic  leaders  in  a lwurgeois 
jilion  government,  as,  for  instance,  is  at  present  the  case  in 
Czechoslovak in , is  a barrier  against  fascism.  In  this  we  appre- 
ciate the  experiences  in  other  countries.  Hut  we  do  not  make  it 
condition  of  the  united  front  with  the  socialist  parties  that  they 
Ihoultl  leave  the  government , and  we  desire  the  united  front  with 
them,  in  spite  of  their  participation  in  the  government,  for 
realising  important  working-class  and  people’s  demands,  without 
L-veii  departing  one  inch  from  our  basic  theoretical  Mundpoint  in 
regard  to  the  policy  of  class  collaboration  with  the  bourgeoisie 
and  participation  in  a bourgeois  coalition  govevnniem.  Without 
ceasing  for  a moment  to  work  to  secure  the  sharing  of  this  stand- 
mvint  by  the  majoritv  of  the  toilers,  we  sav  to  those  who  stiff  sin- 
eerelv  believe  in  the  utility  of  the  participation  of  leaders  of 
Social -Democracy  in  the  bourgeois  government  : You  know  that 
we  do  not  -share  your  view  on  the  expediency  of  this  step.  But 


*> 


|0t  ir  fni  so.  At  present  yotir  MmiMcft  an*  in  ^ 

A i voiding  t<>  Iheii  -mn  ^miuihv,  they  emvrv(|  tJ.^,Vv,'|iiul; 
ikk'ml  (here  I lie  interests  ol  the  jK<>pk\  \\\.  (*  111  'mU*/11' 

defend  the  interests  *»t  the  ivople.  Well,  then,  ]vt  ‘ i* U,|*?*ts 
interests  jointly!  l-et  the  SneiaMViimn miv  m,,  ' 

* ...  ..  I ' ,1  . 


.^ownnnetit  propose  measures  which  haw  the 


Ultti  ijj 


i. 

■'llifti, 


least  a part  of  the  burdens  or  the  crisis  on  p>  tiiL.  sjlH  * "'him- 
capitalists.  \\Y  « ill  support  own  ilu-  smallest  sU-p' 'b  ' . uf  V 

lion  in  parliament  and  outside  pailkmum  1 v. i"'^  *hrv.t.1 
Penn iciat ic  Minislets  in  l lie  government  soeuro  !v  *H>cj.)| 

people  is  not  deprived  of  a particle  ol  its  democrat/- 
will  sup)H>rt  e\-cry  measure  in  this  direction  inskle  .);t|./K  ‘ls-  \Vt 
outside  parliament.  Let  the  Social- Democratic  Mini 
government  propose  and  secure  that  the  activity  ,,f  l*K 

these  agents  of  the  most  reactionary  circles  of  ISn...  C 'lSc,*sis 

. _ " “01*1  llt't*  it,. . * ' 


shall  not  be  tolerated.  Let  them  especially  insist  iiiaP  tTa* 11  t!*l. 

apparatus  together  with  the  army  shall  lie  purged  of  f*.s  ,■  *L  s,ah 
bureaucrats  and  ofltcers,  and  all  civil  rights  given  t,,  th V "* 

We  shall  support  even  the  smallest  step  in  this  direction  in"  •*' 
meiit  and  also  outside  narlianietit . I’>lrlia- 


We  shall  support  even  the  smallest  step  in  this  direction 

i -fc  ■ ■ * + 


meiil  amt  also  outside  parliament, 

I hear  now  the  folio  winy  objection  : 


o pr* 


U.«  S..ei;1|.IV.,„W!rj 


in  the  Rowmment  and  the  Mocial-Dcinocrats  and  Coininm 
parliament  are  in  the  minority,  1 he  bourgeois  parties  jn^ 
government  and  in  parliament  will  he  against  these  ami  sj( 
measures  and  we  shall  not  be  in  a position  to  secure  then/"  -r* 
this  we  reply  : “ In  that  case,  the  united  front  of  the  prolet  i ■ ■" 
from  below,  outside  parliament,  in  every  enterprise,  in  lv  ■ ' 
locality,  throughout  the  country,  is  only  so  much  the 
necessary.  In  that  case,  it  is  more  than  ever  necessary  to 
call  the  masses  to  take  action  so  that  those  who  are  negotiatin'' 
with  the  class  enemy  can  more  effectively  point  to  the  fad  that 
the  wide  masses  actually  do  stand  behind  the  demands  repre- 
sented by  them.  N’o  honest  representative  of  the  toiling  people 
no  honest  negotiator  with  the  class  enemy  can  reject  such  assist- 
ance. On  the  contrary  ! If  his  intentions  are  serious  and  sincere 
then  such  assistance  is  bound  not  only  to  be  welcome  to  him,  but 
he  must  himself  take  care  that  he  yets  it,  and  that  he  gets  it  at 
the  right  time.  For  only  united  and  mass  action  on  the  part  of 
the  toilers  is  capable  of  exerting  such  pressure  on  the  class  enemy 
that  he  is  compelled  to  fulfil  one  demand  or  another  of  the  people 
without  regard  to  the  numerical  proportion  of  seats  in  parliament 
and  Ministers  in  the  government. 

Tile  Presidium  of  the  party  of  the  Czech  Socialists,  the  j>arty 


io 


aril  Minister  Penes,  has  adopted,  as  an  answer,  so  to 
lilt-  proceedings  of  the  Seventh  Congress  .,(  our  Inter- 
. to  l,,c  ltCC|id  resolution  <>u  the  question  (,f  unitv  of 
>».  ‘Ling  class-  1 ct  the  Communists  first  of  all  state  clearly 
,hc  ft<JVtud*  to  democracy,' " they  say  in  this  resolution.  Now  , 


kisiu  CW'*"  '“I  Maw  Clear  lv 

,|W  w^;tllde  to  democracy,  they  say  in  this  resolution.  Now 

tan*  ! 

ihi'attl  hole  world  knows  that  we  Communists  are  supporters  of 
(lie  J"  ocraey,  "1  this  proletarian  democracy,  of  this— as  long 

^pviet  *-  eJ£jst-  widest  democracy  which  corrcsimnds  lust  ,>/  ajj 
/ cli,SS?t/reSts  of  the  toiling  people.  \V«  fight  for  this  demo- 
|„>wever,  bourgeois  democracy,  if  the  democratic 
ffiicJ*  it  allows  the  toiling  people— and  which  the  toiling 

right*  ''  . to  wiii  in  severe  struggle— are  attacked  by  fascism, 

(-oiir.se > we  are  for  the  dr/enrt  of  these  democratic  rights. 
ttl<n<  fVI>Li  like  us  to  call  this  " defence  of  democracy,"  well,  all 
:M»d  >(  {io  not  want  to  qtiarrel  over  what  we  call  it.  Bui  if 

rig'’1  ‘ ^r(j  ,)Ur  favourable  attitude  to  Soviet  democracy  as  an 
,.()n  r^'  t<i  joint  struggle  against  the  menace  to  fm urgrois  demo- 


the  pari  of  fascism,  then  1 should  like  to  explain  vour 
t io  a rank-and-file  member  of  vour  panv  bv  means  uf 

> following  comparison. 

® -J1C  two  men  in  fetters.  One  of  them  has  **  only  11  his  feet 

**Vcd'  this  one  lives  under  the  conditions  of  Imur^vds  denm- 

fette  1 ^ other  is  bound  hand  and  foot  and  has  a Rag  in  his 

***  \ jlt?  hves  under  the  conditions  of  fascist  dictatorship.  The 

1JU>U  ^ ;s  threatened  with  the  s;uiie  danger.  A Comnumist 

L,  to  him  and  says  : " Do  not  allow  yourself  to  be  completely 

Zu'-rtd,  jet  us  defend  ourselves  jointly  against  it."  A Social - 

n.mocratic  or  Czech-Socialist  leader,  an  opponent  of  the  united 

r ut  comes  forward  and  answers:  "Stop,  that  wouldn’t  do! 

ir^  -t  of  all  you  must  realise  that  it  is  right  that  your  feet  ar- 

, './red  You  must  not  demand  that  the  fetters  on  your  feet 

h nu Id  ex-er  be  severed  ! ” In  contrast  to  this  the  Communist 

the  one  »ho  has  ••  only  ” his  h*  fettered  : " for  what 

anvliow,  have  yon  your  hands  lr«e>  Only  tor  them  o 

Sc  for  the  masters?  Does  it  not  Meat  to  you  that  you  should 

,,d  mtt'l  use  them  also  in  another  way  in  Older  by  their  means  u 
„ 1,1  must  US.  I fcrf  income  entirely  free? 

mIwbi'w  V Therefore,  don’t  let  your  hands  he  fettered,  last  “« 

defend  ourselves  lomllyacmns  '-  fetters  from 

,K  « jTi  wlimier  aovonv  nil.  dare  .0  attackus." 

Z to.  the  Serial- Den.oera.ie  or  Caech-Socialis.  leader  comes 


fo, want  again  «ml  says:  I do  mu  agree  m „(]  wJ||j 

is:  I cannot  P<-d;t>  light  hmilly  ;iK;,i11M  . ,;u  Mv 

„r  (III.*  haiuls  ol  anyone  who  ewi  want-  in  have  thy  k., 
feci  cut  olT. " Now.  my  dear  Iricml,  what  until,)  yc„,  v^'”'  **n  i,j, 
man?  1 think  that  the  answer  which  a worker  iv,H,|'',  1‘! sUeh 
Midi  a leader  would  not  be  exactly  agreeable,  ‘ Wive  l(( 


•*  State  clearly  first  of  all  your  relation  ti ► the  it-pulm.  ,, 
opi>onents  «>f  the  united  front  further  eiy,  and  they  |p  'V 
they  have  thereby  once  more  put  a stumbling  block  in  u'!"* 
the  socialist  ami  Communist  workers  who  arc  email, V’al11  "f 
together.  Hut  this  matter  is  also  quite  clear  ! W v'**str 

Wc  desire  that  this  republic  in  which  the  bourgeois  , (l] 
should  become  a Soviet  republic,  n S>ei,ilist  republic,  in  t,'r"V 
the  toiling  people  rules.  That  is  nm  goal.  For  that  uv 
jug.  Hut  if  this  boitrgeois-denioeratie  republic  is  threaten  "i 
bloody  fascism,  then  we  defend  this  republic  against  fascism  **' 
call  upon  all  real  socialists,  democrats  anti  republicans  to  u',,-'"'1 
front  for  the  joint  light  so  that  this  republic  shall  be  sjiartal 'o' '* 
greatest  disgrace  of  all.  and  the  toiling  people  the  greatest  tat.U’ 
trophe  of  all,  viz. . Moody  fascist  dictatorship.  And  if  VVe  .'<s' 
decisively  against  tliis  republic  being  handed  over  to  the  gangs'.'! 
the  t’ccih  Hitlerites,  we  are  just  as  decidedly  against  it  roniij/. 
under  the  knout  of  the  tiemutn  Hitlerites.  Against  both  the  one 
and  the  other  we  join  with  everyone,  we  defend  the  republic 
against  international  and  external  fascists.  Hut  to  do  nla, 
gentlemen,  the  republic  must  give  us  the  possibility.  It  nuis,' 
give  full  freedom  to  the  organisations  of  the  toilers.  It  must  giVt 
freedom  to  the  nationalities.  It  must  nit  persecute  the  workers 
It  must  not  throw  Communists  and  revolutionary  workers  int , 
prison.  If  it  does  that — and  it  has  done  so  hitherto — then  it, 
itself,  makes  its  defence  ini  possible. 

The  masses  of  the  Czech  toiling  people  are  tilled  with  anxiety 
for  the  fate  of  their  national  independence.  We  Czech  Com- 
munists share  this  anxiety.  Precisely  for  this  reason  we  say  to 
the  Czech  workers,  ]>ensants,  artisans  and  toiling  intellectuals : 
Just  remember  the  history  of  your  own  nation  ! When  was  the 
Czech  |*eo[  de  at  the  height  of  it"  glory  ? It  was  at  I In-  time  of  /Jp- 
Hussites  when  it  in  title  the  revolution . wlten  iit  pie  bin  n fashion  it 
settled  accounts  with  the  Czech  lords'.  (J  p pin  use.)  At  Unit  time 
the  Czech  people  leas  invincible  and  instilled  fear  into  the  lords 
throughout  Europe.  When,  on  the  oilier  hand,  did  it  conic  to  the 
disgrace  of  the  White  Mountain  ? It  happened  when  the  counter- 
revolution conquered,  when  the  Czech  people  was  once  again 


12 


, . yoke  of  »hV  Cswfh  lortls  who  led  it  to  national 

1 “A  precisely  m -"Wr  to  prevent  1mt.„v  


or  l»e  , Tweciset v in  order  to  prevent  hl«wv  " ’ if  *rvi’ 

£ . , , 'rv  u,“ 

' V...  ..V  '"'''""" 


‘ i’i  |lC1  . UfVC  B i*vrMiaae  Vim  Ill'll  Ml  >* 

p,  indifTerem  to  the  national  J “ 

that  their  policy  tends  to  the  I 

::  1 1<  ^ * 

« Coding  tUe  pcofc  to  a | ym*  MouZaint 

s'P,(  ‘ ,^-iselv  the  f:i"Cist  winy  of  the-  Czech  l*,,,, 

is  ■ . * . , v/u,‘  which 

1*  idol*  ollt  (,f  myet*r;itu  hatred  of  h-ltciu;.,,.  t- 


■In  w 


of  evtrrylhing  xnrialKi 


» fi,  «iH*crmin«^  iHv  pr^m  fnetuHy  reluiions  hirivv.-mi  C/*eW 

'^kin  ®nd  tht  ' \ n‘°n‘  aUhouRh  it  is  clear  that  the  Soviet 

S ' n i*  the  protect  - and  a import  y ,,, hodnvakia 

lSft  thc  «*1*nr  .,,f  . ,m,*r,atlsm-  U * 1 wisely  the 

f^ist  circles  of  the  Czech  bourgeon  that  are  pressing  for  the 


HB  — oo-tviuma  in 

3 direction  *»f  Herlm,  although  it  is  dear  that  this  would  V the 

^cintting  die  end  oi  Czeduislovakian  independence.  It  is 

'*t-iselv  the  fascist  circles  of  the  Czech  Imurgeoisie  that  wish 


of  the  present  foreign  policy  of  Czechoslovakia 


jam'll  ***“  — * 

p've  Czechoslovakia  int<>  ;«nicipating  in  Hiller's  service  in  the 

lfiisade  nRS‘i,1st  t,K  Soviet  I’nion,  although  it  is  clear  that  this 
f\-oiihl  mean  immeasurable  terror  and  suffering  for  the  toiling 
W plc  of  all  nationalities  of  Czechoslovakia.  Has  not,  therefore, 
the  Czech  toiling  people  a thousand  reasons  for  branding  the  mark 
of  hifih  treason  on  the  foreheads  of  these  fascist  gangs' 

They  try  to  persuade  you  that  the  Communists,  who  are  against 
the  oppression  of  the  other  nationalities  in  Czechoslovakia, 
thereby  menace  the  national  independence  of  the  Czech  pvnple 
tfou*  shamelessly  they  lie  ! Who  is  it  that  most  of  all  helps 
Hitler,  Horthy  and  Polish  fascists?  One  who  commits  a crime 
against  the  O.erman.  Slovakian,  Hungarian,  Ukrainian  and  Polish 
toiling  | ico pie.  One  who  keeps  it  in  a state  where  it  is  deprived 
of  rights  and  freedom.  And  that  one  is  the  Czech  bourgeoisie. 
esiK-ciallv  its  reactionary  section  ! The  Communists  have  declared 
hundreds  of  times  that  they  are  against  any  uniting  of  even  a 
,ingk*  village  to  Hitter’s  Third  Empire,  Horthy  Hungary  or  fas- 
cist Poland.  Hut  tlte  liest  guarantee  against  such  uniting  will  be 
provided  by  the  disappearance  of  social  and  national  oppression. 
To  give  work,  bread,  land  and  freedom  to  the  German,  Slovakian, 
Hungarian,  Ukrainian  and  Polish  peoples  of  Czechoslovakia— 
that  means  to  erect  the  firmest  barrier  against  Hitler,  Horthy  and 
the  Polish  fascists.  Is  it  not  clear  that  the  Czech  people  has  a 


testify  t“  ll>C  possibility  and  necessity  of  dealing  nnitv  , f"'l,u,K 
of  the  wm kins  class  in  Czechoslovakia.  AT  kind  of 
justify  the  policy  Of  the  Opi»oncnts  of  the  united  front  ,f**s 
who  in  the  interests  of  harmony  and  ciillahoration  will)  *tiV* 
geoisie  maintain  the  split  in  the  working  class.  Il'  ’"Kir. 

The  lighting  unity  of  the  Communists  ami  socialists  in  r>. 
Slovakia  would  at  one  stroke  increase  the  political 
and  powej  of  attraction  of  the  working  class.  The  tigluin  rK:u!Ct 
of  the  Communists  and  socialists-  tins  means  some  three  s?.'1-'- 
votes  out  of  the  total  number  of  about  eight  million  voters-*0?' 
means  a million  workers  organised  m trade  unions;  it  ln  J’  ’l 
million  workers  organised  in  consumers’  co-operatives;  it  1 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  adherents  of  other  workers’  organ"'-1'* 
tions.  And  if.  as  the  Coinmunists  projm.se.  all  the  parties  in ^ 
tioned  adopt  a course  towards  a ra|>id  uniting  of  the  trade 
co-operative  and  other  mass  organisations,  then  these  orgaiiisn’ 
tions  could  become  the  centre  of  attraction  for  all  unorganised 
workers  as  well  as  for  those  who  for  one  reason  or  another  hav- 
nllowed  themselves  to  be  captured  by  the  employers'  or 

1S\ 

organisations. 

Such  unity  of  action  of  the  working  class  would  Have  a marked 
effect  on  the  ranks  of  the  peasantry,  the  artisans  and  small  traders 
and  toiling  intellectuals,  on  the  ranks  of  the  existing  rank  and 
file  members  of  the  Agrarian  Party,  Clerical  People’s  Party  and 
Artisans'  and  Traders’  Party  | (jcu'erbc  partci].  rt  would  he  the 
basis  for  creating  a wide  People's  Front. 

For , in  point  of  fact,  what  common  interest  has  the  landless 
cottager  or  the  toiling  peasant,  member  td  the  Agrarian  Domovina 
(organisation  of  small  peasants),  with  the  present  leadership  of 
the  Agrarian  Party  and  especially  with  the  most  reactionary 
clique*  of  Stoupal,  Kyjovsky  and  Co.?  Is  it  not  clear  that  the 
interest  of  the  landless  cottager  and  toiling  peasant  who  is 
organised  in  the  Agrarian  Party  consists  in  these  big  landowners, 
armament  manufacturers,  distillers  and  sugar  magnates  being 
driven  from  the  leadership  of  bis  organisation,  and  in  alliance 
being  established  with  the  workers  and  their  organisations  for 
defence  of  common  interests  ? 

Is  it  not  clear  that  the  small  trader  and  the  artisan  organised 


.rfiwns’  a'V1  1 , ',K'Tf'  1>arty  have  every  interest  in  uK. 
,|w  X toiiiiiW  «;*»  "u‘  h 'wU  mmsentativta  .,f  the 

''Vl,,l'u*r>  "h"  "Khl  ,M.  m,T  UUh  tht  clav.  ail,l 

irr  ,rg«"^,,i:',,S  "Tt"  > he  Ct,mmon  e“*n»y,  again*  hi, 
«ini*  Pr****  aml  c ”•  • 

U^rc  i*  •'  writlM*  ,llat  5*,T,Me*  f anrt  r‘u’  adherents 

and  Slovak  poopl*  s par  fog  must  tolerate  for  cen- 

»*  v '* 


J tb«  reactionary  |»Hcy  of  Stasek  and  Hlinka  ami  all, 
lllfic>  JncS  [()  lie  incited  against  ihvir  own  follow-workers  ? 

..  iiu-sv  pail there  art  real  democratic  anti-fasc 


[j  ihcr*  pail there  an.-  real  democratic  atili-fascbi 
I"  ’’  And  il  >s  l“  d'eiii  lliar  We  Communists  apjKral  To 

(If11*1’  ,'  after  the  creation  of  a wide  People’s  Prom  against  the 
tfcf?’  { offensive,  against  fascism,  for  peace  and  against 
list  war,  a People's  Front  of  latKMir,  freedom  and  peace, 
when  the  demand  of  the  socialist  workers  and  honest 
•*s  -rats  b>r  the  realisation  of  the  united  from  was  especially 
alsi>  on  this  occasion  the  <»p|*ments  . .f  the  united  fnav. 
*r°j’roUght  forward  their  old  argument  in  the  newspapers  of 
h8'*. relist  parties  of  Czechoslovakia  : “ U-t  the  Communists 

.U  StA*  . _ _ . a -I  ? , * „ I * •**  « * _ „ _ 


tl*e  (lt;r  the  government  coalition."  How  is  ii  at  all  p.-whle  t<  • 
^sitch  11  proposal  seriously?  They  "invite”  us  into  the 
riitnent  and  at  the  same  time  they  have  us  thrown  in  jail. 

rfAl’tl  ■ * * * * * 


rfAl’t!*11*1  m ' 

■ , paVC  warrants  issued  against  and  condemn  V*  y«ar>  of 

. nnittm;  the  thing  is  loo  transparent  1 Hut  we  do  imi  by 
idi]"  * evade  a serious  discussion  of  the  question  of  the 


mcaJ1S  ill  tt  *1  ’Vi  cwi  ’ ■ o on.  '[ocwcui  ’n  |i|E 

government . 

^ Ves  the  Communists  strive  for  unity  of  action  of  the  prole- 
. t ’antj  tin;  People’s  Front  of  all  anti-fascists  and  supporters 
Tpeatx.  Ht)f  only  so  that  the  toiling  jteople  can  thereby  defend 
If  against  the  attacks  of  the  class  enemy,  but  also  so  that  it 
*L  C(,llfcl  its  forces  for  a mighty  rounh’r-alfark.  And  when  in 
h process  of  this  counter-attack  the  {M&tiOQS  of  the  Iwurgvoisie 
have  been  shaken  to  such  an  extent,  and  the  i km  turns  of  the 
i -tariat  strengthened  to  such  an  extent,  that  the  bourgeoisie  <s 
L in  *i  position  to  control  the  masses  that  have  come  into  move- 
rent  then  the  question  an  arise  of  the  creation  of  a gmcn.mctl 
”,  ,i  Mftj/t(J  front  or  Peon's  Front,  of  a government  concern- 
ing whose  character  and  programme  Comrade  Dimitrov  has 

govern, nent-for  a government  which 

:l  HnkS  in . wuic  mm  sssSTtf. 


ing 


peasant ry,  .h^nnU  ‘irader,  and  toiiin,  inu-i^aaK.  (or  a 


government  which  would  real |y  tight  . j 

t ale  Hit-  fa-ciM  elements  finni  the  st  the  p 

.11111  mill  dissolve  tile  fdiici.it  y ; 

the  soldiers  and  full  freedom  tit  all  ahtbfa  #1|  J; 

»rm  the  nnU-fascisis;  for  a government 

severely  with  the  capitalists,  hankers  C; 

i*n>i«er  taxes  on  them  mu!  introduce  wonct5."n0,'w,utl“'1 
tkHl  in  their  enterprises;  for  a Kovernwem™  £“■*«<  3*  S2 
My  penetrate  into  the  pockets  ..f  the  rich^ 
llU’ilil  could  l*c  provided  for  the  people;  f,,r  ’ S'1  that  u, 
would  help  the  toiling  peasants,  artisans  anu°  *°vh«w'%i 

- «iu|  sriPili  . %l|l  1 


cx|H-n*c  .*1  Mu*  hiii  capitalists  and  hjw 


'*.£  IN 


...  , , . , V N ,*,,,‘"'Vinetv  ( ''itn 

inent  which  would  give  the  German  Slm.i.  * f)r » i;3 

Ukrainian  and  Polish  toiling  peoples,  work  i>  ,**J’ 

and  freedom  so  that  these  |>eoples  should  really  i-'’  6,142,1 »%'  1 

Czechoslovakia;  for  a government  which  w.inii]  n ^l  at  ' 1 

acixuints  with  all  those  who  make  deals  with  fascist  r ,CK',|y  '*tr 

u hn  would  like  to  bring  Czechoslovakia  under  \h  .,wm*^ri5  1 
fascist  Her  I in  and  in  the  service  <*t  its  predatory  r,l  1 

government  which  would  create  the  closest  ;dli"  lK*^'cV;  . 1 
Soviet  l nioii  and  jointly  with  it  would  struggle  eon^  1111,1  % 
the  i iresei  cation  of  peace  in  the  intenmtiona]  Held  ^sU,|1%  f.,. 
for  mo  /»  a government.  Such  a government  we  sir  ]7‘  lV*  *** 
with  all  our  strength.  ,l  !",BPo« 


with  all  our  strength. 

We  Communists  of  Czechoslovakia  are  conscious  of 
national  res|»onsibility . Surrounded  by  fascist  states  w i 

aw  Ta  ■ ■ m.  m m.  m.  Sfl 


inter. 


everything  to  prevent  Czechoslovakia  being  engulfed  by  tht  f 
cist  wave,  and  to  make  Czechoslovakia  a fortress  of  the  ^ 
fascist  and  anti-war  struggle  in  Central  Huro|»e.  Wt*  feel  T"! 
selves  closely  bound  up  with  the  proletariat  of  Germany,  Anstn  * 
Hungary  and  Poland,  and  especially  with  our  heroic  Germi- 
brother  potty  and  its  leader,  our  Comrade  Thiiltnann.  (Morni* 

1 1 pplau: vc.)  / heir  cause  is  our  cause.  I he  it  struggle  is  out  struggle 
And  in  lighting  in  solidarity  w ith  the  brother  parties  in  Germain 
Austria,  Hungary  ami  Poland  we  not  only  fight  to  protect 
Prague  from  fascism,  but  we  help  also  to  liberate  Berlin,  Vienna 
Mudai»est  and  Warsaw  from  the  fascist  hai  bar  inns.  (.S'fonm 
applause,  tries  of  “ Rol  Front  ! " and  " Hut  rah  ! ” militant  tn,; 
i if  all  languages.) 
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